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FOREWORD 


In  response  to  a  general  demand  this  list  of  ac- 
credited four  year  secondary  schools  comprising 
private  high  schools,  academies  and  preparatory 
schools  connected  with  colleges  has  been  prepared. 
The  list  should  prove  useful  in  the  evaluation  of  cre- 
dentials of  candidates  for  admission  to  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning. 

The  classification  of  these  schools  is  based  upon 
written  reports  and  inspection  of  the  work  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  standards  and  requirements  for  accrediting 
secondary  schools  are  included  to  assist  principals  and 
students  in  planning  their  curricula  to  meet  prelim- 
inary requirements  of  the  various  professions. 

Approval  of  the  work  is  for  1927-1928. 

John  A.  H.  Keith. 
September,  1928.  V       .  .         .  • 
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REQUIREMENTS  FOR  CLASSIFICATION  OF  PRIVATE 
SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


Day  Schools 


Basis  for  Classification. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instrnetion  shall  classify  private 
secondary  schools  on  the  basis  of  reports  from  the "  principal 
and  inspection  by  a  representative  of  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

Private  secondary  schools  not  on  the  accredited  list  will  be  in- 
spected by  a  representative  of  the  Department  of  Public  .In- 
struction only  upon  the  request  of  the  proper  official  of  the 
school.  After  a  school  has  been  placed  on  the  accredited  list, 
representatives  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  inspecting  the  school  at  any  time. 

Only  high  schools  having  an  approved  four  year  course  will  be 
accredited.  '  , 

Standards  for  Classification.  : ;  :> 

1.  Length  of  School  Year.  ■ 

After  September  1,  1928  all  private  secondary  schools  for 
which  classification  is  requested  must  have  a  school  year 
of  at  least  180  days. 

2.  School  Plant  and  Equipment. 

At  least  three  rooms  equipped  for  assembly,  laboratory, 
and  classroom  purposes,  including  a  library,  are  neces- 
sary. 

The  location  and  construction  of  the  building,  the  up-keep 
of  the  building  and  grounds,  the  heating  and  ventilating 
of  the  school  rooms,  the  condition  of  the  lavatories  and 
closets,  the  water  supply,  furniture,  apparatus,  and 
raetliods  of  cleaning,  shall  be  such  as  to  secure  hygienic 
conditions  for  both  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

Adequate  laboratory  furniture  and  apparatus  are  to  be 
supplied  for  all  private  secondary  schools.  The  type  and 
amount  of  equipment  will  depend  upon  the  science  pro- 
gram of  the  school. 

Lists  of  apparatus  and  equipment  are  published  by  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction.  Proper  storage  space 
is  required  for  apparatus  and  supplies. 

The  library  shall  have  an  initial  basic  collection  of  at  least 
300  to  400  well  selected  volumes. 
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When  the  library  is  not  housed  in  a  separate  library  room, 
proper  shelving  shouhl  be  supplied  in  a  class  room  or 
•  study  hall. 

Periodicals  covering  different  fields  form  a  part  of  the 
library  equipment. 

Sufficient  texts,  class  and  outside  reading  material,  and 
adequate  supplies  to  carry  on  effectively  the  work  of 
instruction  are  to  be  provided. 

Teachers. 

The  minimum  number  of  full  time  teachers  shall  be  three. 

The  standard  of  preparation  for  a  teacher  of  academic  sub- 
jects is  the  completion  of  a  four  year  course  in  an  ac- 
credited college.  A  minimum  of  at  least  three-fourths 
of  the  teachers  are  required  to  meet  this  standard  of 
preparation. 

The  number  of  daily  periods  of  class-room  instruction  for 
a  teacher  should  not  exceed  five.  A  school  requiring  of 
any  teacher  more  than  six  periods  per  day,  must  justify 
the  teacher  load  under  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  in- 
struction, the  acquired  habits  of  thought  and  study,  and 
the  general  intellectual  and  moral  level  of  the  school. 

The  pupil-teacher  ratio  on  the  basis  of  an  average  daily  at- 
tendance should  not  be  greater  than  thirty.  The  stand- 
ard size  class  under  the  direction  of  one  teacher  for  reci- 
tations or  instruction,  should  not  exceed  thirty  pupils. 

Program  and  Studies.  ^ 

The  program  of  study  and  the  plan  of  organization  must 
conform  to  the  minimum  standards  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction. 

Requirements  for  Graduation. 

Graduation  from  an  accredited  four  year  private  secondary 
school  shall  require  the  completion  of  a  four  year  second- 
ary school  course  covering  not  fewer  than  16  units.  Of 
the  16  units,  at  least  three  units  of  English,  two  units 
of  Social  Science  including  American  History  or  Pro- 
blems of  Democracy,  one  unit  of  a  laboratory  science 
above  General  Science,  and  one  unit  of  Mathematics,  pre- 
ferably Algebra  or  Geometry,  shall  be  required  of  all 
pupils.  The  remaining  nine  units  shall  be  selected  from 
the  standard  courses  in  the  elective  field.  In  addition  to 
the  16  units  specified  before,  music  one  period  per  week, 
physical  education  two  periods  per  week,  and  health  edu- 
cation one  period  per  week,  should  be  required  of  all 
pupils  throughout  the  secondary  school  course. 
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The  foregoing  curriculum  requirements  apply  to  those 
pupils  who  pursue  a  general  course  or  a  commercial 
course  or  any  other  course  which  does  not'  attempt  to 
meet  college  entrance  requirements.  Special  attention 
of  the  pupils  should  be  called  to  the  curriculum  require- 
ments for  college  entrance  (see  Admission  to  Profes- 
sional Schools  and  other  Higher  Institutions,  State  Re- 
quirements). 

A  unit  represents  the  work  done  in  a  given  subject  in  a 
standard  school  year  requiring  approximately  one-fourth 
of  the  student 's  time  and  aggregating  not  fewer  than  120 
clock  hours  of  prepared  work.  A  standard  school  year 
shall  consist  of  not  fewer  than  180  days.  Two  hours  of 
shop  work  or  laboratory  work  are  considered  the  equival- 
ent of  one  hour  of  prepared  woi'k. 

The  minimum  length  of  recitation  periods  is  40  minutes, 
exclusive  of  the  time  required  for  changing  classes.  A 
longer  period  is  recommended. 

6.  Instruction. 

The  methods  of  instruction,  provision  for  school  supervision, 
pupil  attitude,  professional  activities  of  teachers,  and 
the  general  moral  of  the  school  as  shown  through  sys- 
tematic, competent  and  sympathetic  inspection  must  be 
such  as  to  be  conducive  to  satisfactory  pupil  achievement. 

7.  Pupil  Load. 

The  usual  pupil  load  should  average  20  periods  of  prepared 
recitation  work  weekly  exclusive  of  Music,  Health,  and 
Activities.  Only  pupils  ranking  well  above  the  average 
should  be  permitted  to  carry  a  program  requiring  more 
than  this  standard. 

8.  Records. 

Accurate  and  complete  records  of  attendance,  scholarship, 
and  school  organizations,  should  be  kept  in  such  form  as 
to  be  conveniently  used  and  safely  preserved.        -  .  . 

9.  Admission  to  Professional  Schools  and  other  Higher  In- 

stitutions of  Learning — State  Requirements. 

A  certificate  for  four  years  of  high  school  preparation,  or 
its  equivalent,  is  issued  to  those  who  have  completed 
sixteen  units  in  an  approved  four  year  high  school  or 
secondary  school  or  by  examinations,  or  by  combined 
credits  earned  by  both  of  these  methods.  "  The  term 
"counts"  is  used  only  with  reference  to  the  requirements 
for  equivalent  high  school  credits.  Eighteen  counts  are 
considered  the  equivalent  of  one  year  of  work,  four  full 
years  of  work  being  the  equivalent  of  72  counts.* 

*(See  publications  of  the  Pre-Professional  Credentials  Bureau  for  information  con- 
cerning pre-professional  examinations  and  credit  in  terms  of  counts  for  each 
subject.) 
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Candidates  for  these  certificates  must  liave  credit  for  eiglit 
(8)  units  or  tlieir  ecinivalent  to  the  extent  of  34  counts 
in  the  following  subjects:   four  years  of  English;  one 
year  of  Mathematics  (General  Mathematics,  Algebra  or 
Geometry)  ;  one  year  of  a  laboratory  science  above  Gen- 
eral Science  (Biology,  Physics,  or  Chemistry)  ;  two  years 
of  a  social  science  including  American  History  or  Prob- 
lems of  Democracy:  and  sufficient  additional  units  m 
"  approved  subjects  to  make  a  total  of  16,  or  their  equiva- 
lent of  72  counts.    Of  the  additional  eight  (8)  units,  six 
(6)  units  shall  be  selected  from  approved  subjects  m  the 
fields  of  Mathematics,  History  and  Social  Studies,  Science 
or  Foreign  Ijanguagcs.    The  two  remaining  units  may  be 
selected  from  approved  laboratory  courses  m  the  field  of 
Commercial  Studies,  Industrial  Arts,  Home  Economics, 
Music  Art,  or  from  the  fields  listed  above.    If  work  m 
Commercial  Studies,  Industrial  Arts,  Home  Econoniics 
Music  or  Art  is  offered  for  credit,  not  less  than  a  half 
unit  of  work  in  an  approved  course  in  a  given  field, 
estimated  on  the  laboratory  basis,  will  be  accepted. 

The  attention  of  superintendents  and  principals  is  called 
to  these  requirements  inasmuch  as  pupils  desiring  ad- 
mission to  professional  schools  or  other  institutions  for 
which  the  Credentials  Bureau  issues  certificates,  are  often 
unable  to  secure  such  admission  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
curriculum  pursued  by  the  student  was  not  arranged  to 
comply  with  the  foregoing  admission  requirements. 

Evening  Schools 

Write  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  information 
concerning  the  requirements  for  accrediting  evening  school  work. 

Summer  Sessions 

Write  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  information 
concerning  the  requirements  for  accrediting  summer  session  work. 
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SUMMARY  STATEMENT  OF  ACCREDITED  FOUR  YEAR 
PRIVATE  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  BY  COUNTIES 

PENNSYLVANIA  1927-1928 


Num- 

Number of 

Enrollment  bv  Years 

Num- 

Teachers 

ber 

Name  of  County 

ber  of 

Grad- 

Schools 

uated 

r  uii 

x^art 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Total 

1927 

Time 

Time 

1 

8 

1 

22 

32 

31 

38 

123 

33 

20 

159 

71 

736 

779 

717 

655 

3,047* 

619 

Blair   

2 

27 

6 

237 

151 

113 

99 

600 

81 

1 

3 

1 

26 

28 

19 

17 

90 

14 

Bucks    .          ...  . 

1 
i 

24 

4 

47 

74 

109 

92 

322 

CD 

3 

22 

8 

162 

130 

71 

93 

456 

83 

2 

8 

1 

57 

63 

34 

22 

176 

28 

1 

10 

2 

12 

17 

31 

60 

120 

30 

6 

41 

23 

99 

110 

128 

118 

455 

101 

2 

8 

2 

56 

49 

41 

46 

192 

39 

1 

4 

37 
88 

35 

38 

38 

148 

26 

2 

12 

10 

73 

32 

54 

247 

44 

Cumberland   

1 

5 

5 

22 

10 

13 

21 

66 

13 

4 

26 

13 

131 

96 

60 

82 

369 

83 

6 

37 

15 

110 

80 

102 

109 

401 

98 

Elk   

1 

8 

6 

73 

40 

41 

32 

186 

44 

Erie   

7 

42 

33 

302 

275 

223 

155 

955 

147 

1 

3 

20 

16 

10 

12 

58 

13 

3 

54 

8 

100 

iOO 

219 

742 

143 

1 

9 

Q 

10 

17 

29 

55 

111 

41 

Indiana 

16 

2 

30 

'70 
i  U 

75 

225 

26 

1 

4 

26 

24 

23 

16 

89 

13 

Lackawanna 

Q 

34 

15 

235 

232 

205 

227 

899 

205 

4 

23 

12 

63 

89 

98 

83 

333 

87 

1 

2 

4 

21 

1 1 

12 

i 

51 

14 

3 

21 

4 

49 

by 

99 

278 

101 

Luzerne  •   

10 

79 

20 

500 

517 

410 

416 

1,843 

438 

T ,  vpnTTi  1  n  cr 

0 

19 

3 

78 

83 

75 

101 

337 

125 

1 

7 

3 

45 

44 

29 

30 

148 

28 

1 

3 

2 

16 

19 

17 

12 

64 

13 

Montgomery   

16 

160 

102 

490 

479 

473 

459 

1,901 

431 

1 

3 

3 

12 

11 

9 

12 

44 

6 

Northampton   

4 

24 

9 

129 

98 

54 

37 

318 

41 

Northumberland  .... 

1 

4 

2 

44 

33 

39 

32 

148 

32 

Perry   

2 

6 

6 

47 

38 

21 

27 

133 

37 

22 

294 

97 

2,730 

2,210 

1,635 

1,168 

7,743 

1,283 

Schuylkill   

6 

23 

7 

173 

131 

98 

84 

486 

39 

1 

3 

14 

13 

10 

9 

46 

20 

1 

3 

1 

23 

19 

16 

14 

72 

14 

1 

4 

2 

27 

28 

14 

16 

85 

2 

11 

5 

43 

18 

12 

39 

112 

33 

1 

3 

2 

31 

20 

11 

7 

69 

10 

Westmoreland   

3 

21 

18 

126 

102 

87 

87 

402 

80 

1 

6 

16 

8 

8 

37 

69 

11 

rork   

1 

7 

11 

12 

24 

17 

64 

31 

Total   

163 

1,290 

535 

7,326 

6,621 

5,588 

5,128 

24,823* 

4,866 

*160  pupils  in  Allegheny  County  are  not  distributed  by  grades. 


